
T H U R S D AY 7 TH D E C E M B E R  4 : 3 0 P M 

Get Into Teaching Webinar and Facebook Live



Hosts

Sam Torr – Alpha Teaching School Hub
Kate Atkins– Acting Deputy Director of Julian Teaching School Hub

James Searle – Director of Chiltern Teaching School Hub
Karen Taylor-Paul – Director of Alban Teaching School Hub

Andy Samways – Director of Unity Teaching School Hub
Mark Beyer Woodgate – Director of Chafford Hundred

Angela Rodda – Assistant Director of Saffron Teaching School
Paul Usher – Director of Inspiration Teaching School Hub



Your local Teaching School Hub
Alban Teaching School Hub: Dacorum, Hertsmere, St Albans and Harpenden, Three Rivers, Watford and Welwyn Hatfield

Alpha Teaching School Hub: Babergh, Colchester, Ipswich and Tendring

Chafford Hundred Teaching School Hub: Basildon, Brentwood, Castle Point, Maldon, Rochford, Southend-on-Sea and Thurrock

Chiltern Teaching School Hub: Broxbourne, East Hertfordshire, Luton, North Hertfordshire, Stevenage, Bedford, 
Central Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes

Inspiration Teaching School Hub: Breckland, Great Yarmouth, South Norfolk and East Suffolk (Waveney) 

Julian Teaching School Hub: Broadland, Kings Lynn, West Norfolk, Norfolk & Norwich 

Saffron Teaching School Hub: Braintree, Chelmsford, Epping Forest, Harlow and Uttlesford

Unity Teaching School Hub: Mid Suffolk, West Suffolk and East Suffolk  



Housekeeping

During the session, you can add 
a question using the Q&A function
There will be a Q&A session at the end 
where questions will be collated and 
answered
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Daily Life





Teaching Experiences



WHY WE LOVE TEACHING



Why teach in the Eastern region



Your career in teaching



OUR COMMITMENT TO YOUR CONTINUOUS 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

T h e  D f E  t e a c h i n g  s c h o o l  h u b  p r o g r a m m e  p r o v i d e s  a  n a t i o n a l  n e t w o r k  o f  8 7  s c h o o l - l e d  c e n t r e s  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  f o r  
t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  f o c u s e d  o n  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  s c h o o l s  a n d  m u l t i - a c a d e m y  t r u s t s  i n  
t h e  c o u n t r y.  

A l l  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  w e  d e l i v e r  a r e  d r a w n  f r o m  r i g o r o u s  f r a m e w o r k s  ( c c f ,  e c f ,  n p q s )  u s i n g  t h e  b e s t  
a v a i l a b l e  e v i d e n c e - b a s e  a n d  w o r l d - c l a s s  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  W e  a r e  q u a l i t y - a s s u r e d  b y  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
t h e  D f E ,  a n d  o u r  O f s t e d  i n s p e c t e d  l e a d  p r o v i d e r s .  W e  s u p p o r t  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  a c r o s s  a l l  s e t t i n g s :  
e a r l y  y e a r s ,  p r i m a r y,  s e c o n d a r y,  s i x t h  f o r m s ,  s p e c i a l  s c h o o l s  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o v i s i o n ,  a n d  w e  a r e  h e r e  f o r  
e v e r y  s t a g e  o f  y o u r  c a r e e r ,  s o  y o u  c a n  s p e c i a l i s e  i n  y o u r  o w n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p a t h w a y.  



Neha Patel: Following the golden thread

• Neha joined as an intervention tutor in the English Department confirming her 
passion for working with young people and supporting them to improve their life 
chances.

• In 2020 Neha was accepted onto the Harris Initial Teacher Education training 
programme, a school-based route, that began with a flying start in July leading to her 
achieving QTS in Secondary English and PGCE with Kingston University in June 
2021.

• Neha then progressed onto the Early Career Framework programme with Harris 
Chafford Hundred Teaching School Hub and UCL. She completed her training and 
induction against the Teachers’ Standards in July 2023. 

• In March 2022, Neha was appointed to the role of Head of Year 7 and contributes 
widely to the school community in terms of her pastoral role and middle leadership 

• Neha is still teaching English and now pursuing a specialist 12-month NPQ in 
Leading Behaviour and Culture with the National Institute of Teaching, East, South 
and London Campus.

• We wish her well for her future career.

Head of Year 7 

To hear more about Neha’s 
story please visit the 
Eastern Region Teaching 
School Hubs Facebook 
page in collaboration with 
Initial Teacher Training 
Providers. 



Neha Patel: Following the golden thread



Katie Newman 
Early Career Teacher 2021-2023
Mentor 2023-2034  

Lauren Purnell
Early Career Teacher 2022-24

 



Janet Symonds 
Current role: Head of Department, 

SLE(Subject Lead Expert) across the trust
Teaching offers you a wonderful career. 

“I have enjoyed my journey into teaching, taking on a vast range of CPD and 
opportunities that I have been offered.

“I love the varied tasks that we encounter every day and love that I can 
inspire and help people learn a subject that I feel passionate about.”



 Janet Symonds 
How the Teaching School Hub supported 

me throughout my career
• I was inspired by my experiences as a trainee and was pleased to get involved with mentoring trainees 

and ECTs. To do this effectively I have received mentor training run by the Teaching School Hub, this  has 
enabled me to effectively support both trainees and ECTs. For the ECT training we are currently using the Early 
Career Professional Development Programme which has a wealth of valuable information for ECTs and their 
mentors. It helps us to guide the ECTs through the content in a structured fashion and gives the meetings a 
good structure and purpose.

• I am currently SSL (Subject Specific Lead) for Computing for a SCITT and am enjoying interacting with the 
Computing trainees, the discussions during these sessions are essential to supporting trainees and we look at 
specific pedagogy for delivery of Computer Science topics. 

• Undertook NPQ in Senior Leadership through my Teaching School Hub – Last year I completed my 
NPQSL which was facilitated by the Teaching School Hub. This was a valuable learning experience for me, the 
course exposed me to areas of leadership that I had not encountered before and presented many opportunities 
for me to extend my knowledge and observe expertise in areas which fall outside of my current role and has 
given me a great insight into the various roles held by SLT

• Now a NPQ facilitator in Leading Teaching through my Teaching School Hub – This year I am facilitating 
the NPQLT. I am extremely excited to be embarking on this and look forward to the opportunity to represent the 
Teaching School Hub in this way. I am pleased to be able to share my experiences with the cohort and happy 
that I can provide others with the opportunity to develop their leading teaching skills.

Head of Computing

To hear more about Janet’s 
story please visit the 
Eastern Region Teaching 
School Hubs Facebook page 
in collaboration with Initial 
Teacher Training Providers. 



How to Gain School Experience
and How We can Help

Five Options 
1. Use the DfE Service

2. Approach a School/TA/Tutor
3.Read Blogs/Case Studies

4. Access Online events
5. Internships

People approach the teaching profession in different ways, some have 
a strong idea of where they might belong others discover what is best 

for them by exploring all their options first.

School Experience can help confirm your decisions and give you a 
more informed outlook on the different routes available.



School experience
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/train-to-be-a-teacher



1. Using the DfE Service

https://schoolexperience.education.gov.uk/can
didates/school_searches/new

Schools that offer experience visits 
will typically be partnered with an ITT 
Lead Provider to provide placements 
and recruitment opportunities.

https://schoolexperience.education.gov.uk/candidates/school_searches/new
https://schoolexperience.education.gov.uk/candidates/school_searches/new


1. Using the DfE Service

Put your 
personality 
to the test!



2. Approaching a School
Where: If you visit your local Teaching School Hub or Local Authority website you will be able to get a list/map of all the schools in the area.

Alpha Teaching School Hub                    https://www.alphatsh.org  

Alban Teaching School Hub                                                                                              https://albantsh.co.uk/ 

Saffron Teaching School Hub                                                         https://www.saffronteachingschoolhub.net

Chafford Hundred Teaching School Hub                   https://www.harrischaffordteachingschoolhub.co.uk

Chiltern Teaching School hub    https://www.teaching-school.co.uk   

Unity Teaching School Hub                     https://www.unityteachingschoolhub.net/ 

Inspiration Teaching School Hub               https://www.inspirationteachingschoolhub.org/ 

Julian Teaching School Hub     https://www.thejulian-tsh.org.uk/ 

Who: When you call/email school reception you would typically want to speak to the ITT Professional Tutor or Lead Mentor or the subject/phase leader.

When: These members of staff often have responsibilities until 3:30pm or later but may be able to get back to you quicker via email first. Schools will be unlikely to take visitors 
during busy assessment periods in May and June, so try and give them plenty of notice.

What: Try to be clear about what you want to see/learn form your visit.

Remember this will be the school’s first impression of you so treat it like part of your job interview.

https://www.alphatsh.org/
https://albantsh.co.uk/
https://www.saffronteachingschoolhub.net/
https://www.harrischaffordteachingschoolhub.co.uk/
https://www.teaching-school.co.uk/
https://www.unityteachingschoolhub.net/
https://www.inspirationteachingschoolhub.org/
https://www.thejulian-tsh.org.uk/


3. DfE Advisors & Blogs 4. Online Events
Many ITT providers expect prospective trainee teachers 
to have completed their school experience before 
attending an interview.

https://teachers.thenational.academy/lessons-for-itt

https://teachers.thenational.academy/lessons-for-itt


https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/is-teaching-right-for-me/teaching-internship-providers 

5. Internships 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/is-teaching-right-for-me/teaching-internship-providers


Now Teach 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OqEjgJrTZ4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OqEjgJrTZ4


Where can 
you find the 
Eastern 
Region 
Initial Teacher 
Training
Providers

Scan the
QR code



How to Apply for Initial Teacher Training



















Please give us some information on what sort of school experience you would like, and we will 
ensure you are contacted by the most appropriate Teaching School Hub who will support you 
with setting this up.

Please complete this short 
form if you would like your 
local Teaching School Hub to 
contact you regarding gaining 
school experience

Support with school experience (office.com)

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=wkFzQD20TkC8a5Jt2e28sZqmrv0c8kZPoWA-t-mMpppURDVMMDA5T1lMTEVRVUJMNjJKTzFPNFpHSi4u


LIVE Q&A Session
T



Testimonials
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