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Literacy in KS2 Guidance Report
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The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) published this ‘second phase’
Guidance Report in November 202], including additional examples, explanations
and resources to support implementation of the 7 original core
recommendations. You can access the report and associated resources here:
Improving Literacy in Key Stage 2 | EEF (educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk)

As with most recent EEF Guidance Reports, this report offers seven practical,
evidence-based recommendationsthat are relevant to all pupils, and particularly
to those struggling with their literacy. They are based on a review of the ‘best
available international research’ and also recent consultation with experts in the
field.

The 7 recommendations are, as usual, available in Summary Poster form.


https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2
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This poster, and the Guidance Report itself, are of course useful for staff training
and discussion, but the additional resources can help these discussions reach a
greater depth.

Firstly, there is a range of ‘Literacy Vignettes’ drawn directly from the guidance
report which describe scenarios and dilemmas related to literacy provision,

similar to those that occur in many primary schools across the country.

Ms Chowdhury is working to support her Year 5 class to expand their vocabulary. She defivers three
15-minute vocabulary sessions per week. The focus of the sessions is the introdfuction of 8 new word,
with dictionary work to suppart understanding. in each lesson, the chidren are asked to look up the

‘word of the day’ in the dictionary and then write the word in a senfence.

The children are enjoying these vocabulary activities but Ms Chowdhury is disappointed thaf they are
not retaining and wsing the vocabulary she has introduced thern to. She considers whether this work is
worth continuing and, if so, what she can do lo improve the retention and use of new vocabulary in the
childiren's expressive language (their use of language in speaking or wiiting).

Questions for discussion

The vignettes include prompt questions for school leaders and teachers. These
aim to encourage reflection on the scenarios presented and on readers’ own
existing practices. around supporting the development of their pupils’ literacy
skills.


file:///C:/Users/stfpahas/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/UDLV48YR/d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-KS2-Lit-Vignettes.pdf

Secondly, there is a description of the Readers’ Theatre technique which could act
as stimulus point for discussion about how a school might approach the explicit
teaching of reading in KS2, alongside a review of the impact of existing practices.
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Step 7: Practise Step 8: Ferlorm Sizp & Feflect

The third resource is the Reading Comprehension House. Adapted from Hogan, T.,
Bridges, M., Justice, L, and Cain, K. (2011) ‘Increasing Higher Level Language Skills to
Improve Reading Comprehension’, this single page visual demonstrates the links

between fully developed reading comprehension, and the ‘building blocks’ which
underpin it.
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You can download the Guidance Report, the summary poster and the linked
resources at the link below:

Improving Literacy in Key Stage 2 | EEF (educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk)



file:///C:/Users/stfpahas/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/UDLV48YR/d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/KS2-Lit-Readers-theatre.pdf
file:///C:/Users/stfpahas/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/UDLV48YR/d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-KS2-lit-Reading-comprehension-house.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2

